S5146

SUSTAINABILITY OF THE FOREST
PRODUCTS INDUSTRY

Mr. KING. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the paper and forest
products industry to support their ad-
vancement of six sustainability goals.

There are about 18,000 hard-working
men and women employed by the forest
products industry in the State of
Maine where we have about 40 wood
products and paper manufacturing fa-
cilities contributing over $900 million
to the economy through jobs and wages
and over $4 billion in industry ship-
ments of products, making the forest
products industry one of the largest
manufacturing sectors in our State.

Sustainability is inherent to the
pulp, paper, packaging, tissue, and
wood products manufacturing industry.
These products are made from renew-
able and recyclable resources, and
these companies have a good track
record of managing natural resources
in order to ensure they can continue
making useful products in the future.

In 2011, the industry established the
Better Practices, Better Planet 2020
initiative pursuing one of the most ex-
tensive sets of sustainability goals es-
tablished for a U.S. manufacturing in-
dustry.

By 2020, the Better Practices, Better
Planets goals aim to exceed 70 percent
paper recovery for recycling, improve
purchased energy efficiency by at least
10 percent, reduce greenhouse gas emis-
sions from member facilities by at
least 15 percent, increase the amount
of fiber procured from -certified
forestlands or through certified fiber
sourcing programs in the U.S. from
2005 to 2020 and work to decrease illegal
logging, improve worker safety by 25
percent, with a broader vision of zero
industry injuries, and reduce water use
in member facilities by 12 percent

This week the American Forest &
Paper Association released their 2016
report on the industry’s performance.
The industry works with government
agencies, communities and other
stakeholders to employ advanced sus-
tainability practices benefitting the
economy, environment and society and
transparently reports on their perform-
ance. I am pleased to announce that
the industry has met the greenhouse
gas emissions and safety goals ahead of
schedule.

These companies are committed to
sustainability along the entire value
chain, starting with the renewable re-
sources they acquire to make their
products. AF&PA members procured 98
percent of their fiber through certified
fiber sourcing programs and have also
increased the amount of fiber procured
from certified forestlands to 29 percent.

Also, AF&PA companies are strong
proponents of international efforts to
suppress illegal logging and to reduce
the demand for illegally harvested for-
est products.

AF&PA’s mandatory Environment,
Health & Safety Principles require that
members have health and safety poli-
cies in place. Implementing worker
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training, increased automation, and a
host of injury preventive measures and
safeguards allowed AF&PA members to
reduce their incidence rate by 40.8 per-
cent between 2006 and 2014. These com-
panies are committed to continue to
look for new ways to reach their aspi-
rational goal of zero workplace inju-
ries.

The industry’s purchased energy effi-
ciency improved by 8.1 percent due to
investments in energy efficiency
projects. Many pulp and paper mills are
largely energy self-sufficient, 56 per-
cent of electricity needed to power
manufacturing processes was self-gen-
erated, and, in some cases, supplying
energy to the electric utility grid.

Improved energy efficiency and the
use of less carbon-intensive fuels and
carbon-neutral biomass enabled the in-
dustry to significantly reduce its
greenhouse gas emissions. These com-
panies reduced their greenhouse gas
emissions by 16 percent, surpassing the
goal of 15-percent reduction.

Water is a valuable natural resource
and a vital component of the paper-
making process. The forest products in-
dustry directly returns about 88 per-
cent of the water it withdraws and uses
in its manufacturing processes. Ongo-
ing technology and innovation enable
water to be reused and recycled 10
times, on average, throughout the pulp
and paper mill process before it is
treated in a wastewater system and re-
turned to the environment. So far,
water use at these pulp and paper mills
was reduced by 6.5 percent since 2005.

The industry’s commitment to sus-
tainability extends beyond the manu-
facturing process: More than 60 percent
of paper consumed in the U.S. was re-
covered for recycling each year since
2009, reaching a record 66.8 percent in
2015.

Paper recovery success is possible
thanks to the millions of Americans
who continue to recycle at home, work,
and school every day. In 2014, 96 per-
cent of the U.S. population had access
to community curbside and/or drop-off
paper recycling services. AF&PA works
to promote paper recovery by creating
materials to educate consumers about
best recycling practices.

I ask my colleagues to join us in con-
gratulating this industry on taking
steps to improve environmental per-
formance, continue economic progress
and support our communities. I am
proud of this industry’s progress and
their continued commitment to ad-
vance sustainability performance.

———

THE IMPORTANCE OF SUMMER
LEARNING

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, I want to
take a moment today to stress the im-
portance of providing young people
with safe places to learn during the
summer months. Summer is in full
swing, and families are deciding how
their children’s time will be spent
while school is out. Unfortunately, not
all families in America can afford en-
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riching experiences like summer camps
and summer tutors.

That gap between families who have
resources and those that do not is ex-
pressed clearly in their children. Evi-
dence shows that students who lack ac-
cess to summer learning, informal or
structured, start the school year be-
hind. When many kids are having to re-
view last year’s lessons, then all the
kids have to spend that time reviewing
last year’s lessons. This puts all our
kids behind.

Simply put, the long summer break
should not be a long break from learn-
ing.

With Oregon’s 4-year high school
graduation rate at an alarmingly low
74 percent, it is long past time we shine
a spotlight on summer learning loss
and its impact on our students’ path
toward graduation. Summer learning
loss has consequences that can damage
a child’s long-term academic and ca-
reer success. That is especially impor-
tant in my State where one in four
teenagers doesn’t make it to gradua-
tion on time.

Research by the National Summer
Learning Association shows that most
students lose math and reading skills
during summer break. And unfortu-
nately, students from low-income fami-
lies fare even worse. The sad truth is
that most students lose about 2 months
of grade level equivalency in math
computation skills over the summer
months, and low-income students lose
an additional 2 months in reading
achievement.

As parents, community leaders, edu-
cators and policymakers, we must pro-
vide every resource possible to bridge
that gap for disadvantaged and low in-
come students. I have long fought to
close the achievement gap and support
all students on a path toward high
school graduation and beyond.

I know so many great education ad-
vocates in Oregon who share these
goals, and I want to commend Oregon’s
tremendous educators who work on
this effort every single day. My good
friends at Oregon Afterschool for Kids
have made a strong commitment to
keep Kkids learning all summer long.
Their efforts to open up school librar-
ies and school cafeterias in Woodburn,
Salem, Eugene, and around the State
have truly made a difference in chil-
dren’s lives by providing them with a
safe and welcoming learning environ-
ment during the summer. I have often
seen parents bring their children for a
free lunch and stay for the free books.

This year, I hope to see even more
communities come out and support our
students by hosting summer learning
activities. Even if you cannot attend
events to serve lunch and read stories
to classrooms full of children, remem-
ber that supporting summer learning is
easy. Volunteering your time or donat-
ing books or crayons to neighbors is
another way to support young learners.
More ideas can be found in the ‘“‘Sum-
mer Learning Tip Sheet for Parents”
provided by the National Summer
Learning Association.
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As I have traveled around my State
having conversations in high school
auditoriums and school gyms, I have
heard so many good ideas on how to
help students succeed in school. Orego-
nians agree that we must support all
aspects of a student’s life to improve
their outcomes, and I will add that this
rings true all year long. I have seen
firsthand that our communities are
ready to come together and support
students who need it. This is truly the
Oregon way.

I am committed to helping more of
our students get their high school di-
plomas and increase the rate at which
our students are graduating from high
school. Fighting summer learning loss
is one way we can keep all students on
a path toward a bright future.

————

90TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
HOLLYWOOD THEATRE

Mr. WYDEN. Mr. President, this year
marks the 90th anniversary of the Hol-
lywood Theatre in Portland, OR. Now a
nonprofit organization, the Hollywood
Theatre is an important Oregon land-
mark with a rich cultural history.
Today I want to honor the Hollywood
Theatre’s 90 years of educating, enter-
taining, and bringing the community
together through film.

The Hollywood Theatre was built in
1926, at the very end of the silent movie
era. It was designed in an opulent
Spanish Colonial Revival style, fea-
turing extravagant interiors and a rec-
ognizable terra cotta exterior. Ninety
years ago, it opened its doors to thou-
sands of Oregonians who flocked to the
luxurious theater to see its first show,
““More Pay-Less Work,” for a quarter.
It thrived during cinema’s transition
to ‘‘talkies,” hosting not only films
but also community events such as
bond drives during WWII and annual
Rose Festival ceremonies. It was such
a popular destination that the North-
east Portland neighborhood sur-
rounding it became known as the Hol-
lywood District.

In the 1960s, the popularity of tele-
vision caused the Hollywood Theatre to
fall on hard times. Although it was
added to the National Register of His-
toric Places in 1983, it slipped into a pe-
riod of disrepair and nearly burned
down. Fortunately, it was purchased by
Film Action Oregon, a local nonprofit,
in 1997. Its new management returned
the theatre to its historic appearance
and renewed its status as a Portland
jewel and community hub. The Holly-
wood Theatre now plays independent
films and hosts film festivals, comedy
shows, lectures, and continues the tra-
dition of hosting community events. It
is recognized by the national film com-
munity for its exceptional selection of
films and support for local filmmakers
through funding and consultation.
Later this summer, travelers will be
able to witness the theatre’s newest
project, a small theatre in the PDX air-
port, which will showcase short films
by local artists. What better way to
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wait for a flight than to grab a local
microbrew and enjoy a local short
film? No other airport in the Nation
can boast such a treat.

The Hollywood Theatre is a testa-
ment to the Oregonian values: sup-
porting small businesses, building and
engaging local communities, making
art accessible, and respecting and re-
viving historic landmarks. It exposes
patrons to a wider variety of films than
those offered by larger cinemas, often
offering thought-provoking alter-
natives to blockbusters. In an age of
multiplex theaters and in-home
streaming services, it has taken a lot
of passion for the Hollywood Theatre
to pursue its mission and a lot of local
support to keep it viable and flour-
ishing. I would like to congratulate ev-
eryone who has been a part of its suc-
cess. Hollywood Theatre. Thank you
for inspiring countless people through
film and community.

———

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF MAINE’S
ALLAGASH WILDERNESS WATER-
WAY

Ms. COLLINS. Mr. President, today I
wish to commemorate the 50th anni-
versary of the Allagash Wilderness Wa-
terway in northern Maine. This 92-mile
stretch of lake, shore, and river is a
shining example of the dedication of
the people of Maine to protect and pre-
serve the natural beauty and heritage
that define our great State.

For thousands of years, the Allagash
was the hunting and fishing grounds of
the Wabanaki, and the river’s north-
erly flow provided an important trans-
portation link between the Maine coast
and the Saint John River. The Water-
way’s Native American heritage is
found in such appellations as Umsaskis
Lake and Musquacook Stream. In 1857,
Henry David Thoreau explored the
upper reaches of the Allagash during
his third trip to the Maine woods and
learned from his Penobscot guide that
the river’s name referred to the useful
bark that could be harvested from the
vast forests along its banks.

In the years that followed, the
Allagash became a vital part of Maine’s
timber industry. While hiking through
the region’s remote wilderness, it is
possible to come upon abandoned
steam locomotives deep among the
trees, remnants of the vast lumbering
operations of the early 20th century.
As the Allagash, rich with fish and
game, became a favorite destination of
outdoor enthusiasts from around the
world, the surrounding woodlands have
remained very much a part of Maine’s
working forest economy.

In 1966, the people of Maine recog-
nized the special qualities of the
Allagash and voted to protect it by ap-
proving a $1.5 million bond to ‘‘develop
the maximum wilderness character’ of
the river, and the Maine Legislature
established the Allagash Wilderness
Waterway. Two years later, Maine Sen-
ator Edmund Muskie authored an
amendment to the National Wild and
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Scenic Rivers Act of 1968 that com-
bined permanent Federal protection
with permanent State administration.
In 1970, the Allagash Wilderness Water-
way was granted Federal designation
as a wild river and became the first
State-administered component of the
National Wild and Scenic River Sys-
tem.

The Allagash Wilderness Waterway
captures the essence of the great north
woods. This 50th anniversary is the
time to celebrate the commitment to
safeguard for generations to come this
special place that captures the essence
of the people of Maine.

——————

RECOGNIZING ATHLETIC
TRAINERS

Mrs. ERNST. Mr. President, today I
wish to call attention to a group of
health care providers who play an im-
portant role in the patient care con-
tinuum—athletic trainers. These dedi-
cated professionals who work in Iowa
and across the United States provide
valuable services to patients and make
a real difference in the lives of those
they treat.

Athletic trainers play a key role in
their local communities. Many of them
work in educational settings including
colleges, universities, elementary
schools, and secondary schools to keep
student athletes safe. Others work in
rehabilitation clinics, hospitals, fitness
and community centers, or even for
professional sports teams to prevent
injury and help injured patients re-
cover.

Because of the key preventative and
rehabilitative services provided by ath-
letic trainers, many patients are able
avoid unnecessary disruption of normal
daily life. This enables folks to stay
mobile and to contribute to their com-
munities.

I ask my colleagues to join me in rec-
ognizing athletic training as an impor-
tant profession in our Nation’s health
care system and in expressing grati-
tude for the important impact these in-
dividuals have on promoting the over-
all health and well-being of the public.

———
TRIBUTE TO JAMES WALLNER

Mr. SESSIONS. Mr. President, I am
pleased to compliment the extraor-
dinary work of James Wallner for the
U.S. Senate. James is one of the most
intelligent, diligent, and principled
Senate staffers I have ever known. He
started in my office as a legislative as-
sistant, then was promoted to be my
legislative director. He impressed us
all with his ability to master complex
legislation, to get to the core of an
issue, and to intelligently discuss it
with regular Alabamians and national
experts. He then became the staff di-
rector of the Steering Committee,
where he also performed superbly. I
was able to work closely with him dur-
ing this time, also. In these roles, he
has combined an acute intellectual in-
terest in the Senate rules, along with a
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